Sustainability Checklist
for Documentary Productions

Knowledge Network encourages the independent producers we work with to adopt sustainable
production practices. We've created this documentary-focused sustainability checklist as a
resource to help you make sustainable choices and reduce your carbon impact over the course
of your production.

Leadership & Planning

[

[
[
[
[
[
[

Apply a sustainability lens to all aspects of planning and decision-making.

Consider using a carbon calculator to keep track of your carbon emissions, material
consumption and energy use on your production.

Add sustainability considerations to the agenda for production and creative meetings.

Consider creating a sustainability plan with elements broken down into specific,
manageable and measurable tasks.

Share and discuss your sustainability goals with all crew and stakeholders working on
your production.

Help shift production culture by challenging unsustainable norms.

Encourage crew to contribute their ideas.

Travel & Transportation

This is the highest impact area for productions in terms of greenhouse gas emissions.
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[

]

Reduce reliance on vehicles as much as possible and choose hybrid/electric vehicles
whenever possible.

Adopt a no idling policy and prioritize the use of EV's where idling cannot be avoided.
Embrace hybrid and remote work options where practical.
Reduce logistical distances on your production where practical.

Opt for road or rail when possible, instead of air travel. If you must fly, prioritize daytime
flights, direct routes, and economy seats.

Where practical, use carrier bikes to transport gear.
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Communication

[
[

Use virtual or over the phone meetings when feasible.

Opt for electronic documents over hard-copies where possible.

Equipment

]

[
[
[

For microphone, headsets and other devices, use rechargeable batteries instead
of disposable.

Use low-energy, efficient, LED lighting to reduce the amount of energy needed.

Where you cannot access grid power, use alternatives to diesel generators (electric,
hybrid, solar or hydrogen power units) where available.

Wherever possible, power down equipment when not in use.

Locations

[
[

Consider the unique environmental impacts of filming in every location you shoot in.

Strive to leave locations better than you've found them.

Materials

[
[
[

Source locally.
Go paperless.

Rent/reuse/repurpose items that are made of eco-friendly materials and easy to
reuse/repurpose/recycle instead of landfilling.

Waste Reduction

[
[
[

Ban single-use plastics on location.
Make renting/repurposing the default option over buying or making new.

Source materials for sets, props, SPFX and wardrobe that are environmentally friendly
(non-toxic, sustainably sourced, minimal packaging) where possible, can be easily
recycled, repurposed or accepted as donations.

Reduce, reuse, repurpose, repair, and recycle materials.
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Catering & Craft Services
[ | Source meals that use local and in-season ingredients.
] Donate leftovers.
[ | Request reusable/biodegradable cutlery and flatware.
[ | Request low/no-emission food delivery methods.

[ | Work with caterers to reduce material and food packaging.

Training, Tools & Resource Hubs

Check out the following resource hubs for practical information to support your sustainability
efforts:

*  Producing for the Planet Knowledge Hub provides links to case studies, templates, best
practice overviews, tools (including info on carbon calculators and searchable green vendor
lists), information on upcoming training opportunities, recent research reports and more.

*  Reel Green, a strategic initiative of the BC Film Commission, provides links to many useful
resources on their website. Reel Green also offers a Sustainable Production Course and
Carbon Calculator Workshops for BC producers on a recurring basis.

*  Green Spark Knowledge Hub is a BC based organization providing a number of practical
online courses focused on sustainable production practices.

*  CBC Green Production Guide provides links to various tools and resources on sustainable
production, carbon calculation, green storytelling, events, and reports from Canada and
around the world.

For any questions, or suggestions on how we can improve this checklist, please contact:

Nikki Beesley
Independent Production Liaison
nikkib@knowledge.ca
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https://www.producingfortheplanet.com/knowledge-hub
https://reelgreen.ca
https://reelgreen.ca/resources/
https://reelgreen.ca/tools-training/
https://reelgreen.ca/tools-training/
https://green-spark-knowledge-hub.thinkific.com/
https://www.cbc.ca/businessandrights/production-information/green-production
mailto:nikkib%40knowledge.ca?subject=

